
Dear Walker Families, 

As we close out the school year, I wanted to take a moment to thank all of our 
parents, teachers, and volunteers for an amazing year. Because of this 
community’s fundraising and volunteer efforts, we were able to offer an action-
packed year filled with many new and exciting programs and events. 

The programs that the Walker Middle Magnet PTSA supports reinforce the already 
strong fabric of our Walker Community. By continuing to build a strong community, 
we help to enrich the educational experience of our children.  

Our PTSA will be losing many familiar faces next year as our current 8th graders 
move on to high school. Fortunately, we have an amazing group of incoming 
parents that have stepped up to fill the open positions and help keep our PTSA 
focused on the tasks at hand. Your new slate of officers was voted in on April 24th 
at the General Meeting.  

President: Ami Marie Granger Welch VP of Membership: Heather Capobianco 
VP of Programs: Natalie Martinez VP of Ways & Means: Veronica Moreda 
VP of Volunteers: Christi Regan  Corresponding Secretary: Amanda Adcock 
Secretary: MaryJo Eutsler  Treasurer: Jenny Kassay 

Thank you to all who stepped up to fill open positions for the coming school year, 
and if you signed up to get more information about volunteering or a chair position 
for the next school year, you will be contacted soon with more information. 

If you’re interested in a PTSA chair position or general volunteer, please fill out THIS 
FORM so we can reach to you to find the best fit for your schedule and skills.  

We have a couple more events to close out the year with that need volunteers. The 
first opportunity is Teacher Appreciation Week, and we have a line-up of awesome 
events.  Students and parents can sign-up HERE.   

Our last big event is the 8th grade dance. Typically our 7th grade parents volunteer 
to chaperone the night of the dance. It is a nice way to get ideas for next year too! 
If you can support the dance on May 11th, please sign-up HERE.   

As you reflect on this past year, please know that you made a difference and you 
were a big part in making 2017-2018 a great and memorable year. I look forward to 
working with the Walker Community to make 2018-2019 another unforgettable 
year. I am so proud to be a part of this wonderful community! I thank each and 
every one of you for everything you have done this year to support students and 
staff. Without you, none of these things would be possible. You should be proud of 
the huge difference you made in your child’s education this year. 
 
Please have a safe and happy summer - enjoy your families! 
 
Sincerely, 

Ami Marie Granger Welch, Walker Middle Magnet PTSA President 

walkerptsainfo@gmail.com 
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Team Walker, 
 
The Year of Honor is coming to a close. The stories of ways students, 
staff, parents, volunteers,  & other stakeholders have demonstrated 
what it means to "be a hero" are too many to tell. We encourage 
everyone to have a wonderful summer full of fun, family, friends, & 
service. Stay tuned for information on summer learning incentives for 
students who can cash in big this fall for taking time this summer to 
learn on their own. 
 
As far as ending this year, let's stay focused on the basics. Students 
should continue to make good decisions, come to school prepared, be 
in uniform, and be committed to finish strong as we head into 
semester exam season. Stay tuned for the semester two exam 
schedule coming out soon. 
 
As always, thank you for choosing Walker. 
Mr. Jones 
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Letter  from the Princ ipa l  

Like us on Facebook! 

Esteban L. 5/9 

Evan W. 5/11 

Lyndsay H. 5/15 

Anthony F. 6/2 

Sean K. 6/7 

Kaitlin M. 6/16 

Gavyn L. 6/20 

Quintin H. 6/24 Dad’s  Club  

Walker’s PTSA requests your support on Saturday, May 
5th, at Northdale Country Club for our Annual Dad's Club 
Golf Tournament. Shotgun Start at 1pm with Texas 
Scramble format.  If you can help with sponsors, teams, 

players, event day assistance, donations, etc., or need additional 
information, please contact Jimmy. 
 
Not a golfer?  You can still participate by bidding on our 
online auctions.  There are some great items available, 
including tickets to Busch Gardens, SeaWorld, Aquatica, 
and Disney!  These are good to keep, and/or great deals 
for friends visiting Florida this summer.  Auction 
purchases are a tax write off, as we are a 501.c organization! 

 
On May 14th, we will be having our last Dinner for the 
Firefighters of the year.  Come to the Culinary room after 
school and help prepare a meal for our local heroes. 
 

On May 14th, we will also be having a Dad’s Club get-
together at Crooked Thumb at 6pm.  The address is  
555 10th Ave S, Safety Harbor, FL 34695.  
Hope to see you there. 
 
Jimmy Custin, walkermiddledadsclub@gmail.com 
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ESE Happenings 
Walker Middle Magnet 

The Howler 

 

A big thank you to all who supported the April Autism Awareness 
events! Thank you to all of those who donated, volunteered and 
walked.  

The funds raised will go to support our students with Autism, 
funding events such as Special Olympics, Friendship Club and 
curriculum purchases.  

Car  Pool Groups, Private  Bus, and New Bell  Schedule  for 2 018 -2019 

Cheer for the Walker Wolves as they prepare to compete at the 
2018 Special Olympics State Summer Games at ESPN Wide 
World of Sports Complex the weekend of May 18.  Good luck to 
the Unified Soccer team and Zane Ziglar for Track & Field!  

Good news Walker Families!  Traffic flow and car lines are predicted to run much smoother next year. 
 
This year we contracted a private bus company to take Walker kids to/from the Westchase area.  Next 
year, the bus price is $60/week.  This greatly helps reduce the number of cars we have in car line.  If 
you have any questions, contact Rowe Transportation. 
 
The new 2018-19 bell schedule means Walker starts at 8:35 (and the elementary school next door starts 
an hour earlier).    This will also have a positive impact on the car lines. 
 
For those who wish to carpool from the Westchase or Carrollwood areas, please contact one of our PTSA 
Board Advocates: Ginger Sailer  gingervt@hotmail.com (Westchase) or Brita Lincoln 
bwilkinslincoln@tampabay.rr.com (Carrollwood).  For families looking for carpooling alternatives, please 
sign up for the Walker Middle Transportation Forum on Facebook.  

Student Ad vocates For  Safety 
The safety of our children is a number one priority.   

Our PTSA Student Representative, eighth grader, Jesslyn Rosen, realized there was 
a safety issue at the school and made it her goal to rectify the problem.  A poorly 
marked crosswalk between Walker and Hammond Elementary School was a 
potential hazard.  Working with the assistant principal, Mr. Lefler, the county was 
contacted.  Ground marks were painted, and a new sign was installed.  It is now 
much safer for crossing between the two schools.  

A big thanks to Jesslyn and Mr. Leffler for their unwavered efforts to rectify the 
situation. 



 

Last  PTSA Coffee Ta lk of the Year  
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Summer  Student Volunteer  Opportunity  
Come get your community service hours with other Walker Wolves 
at OASIS Network. 

OASIS Network is a non-profit dedicated to providing clothes and basic 
necessities to students in need.  Volunteers will stock clothes or sort 
donated clothing at two June dates at two different OASIS locations. 

On Wednesday June 6th, come to OASIS’ Tampa Palms Elementary 
location and volunteer from 10-12, and Wednesday, June 27th volunteer at OASIS’ Manhattan Center – 
their south Tampa location.  Sign up HERE to volunteer.   

Contact Brita Wilkins Lincoln for more information. 

Last  Chance to Vote for  Next  Year’s  Spir it  Shirt   

Come to the last PTSA Coffee Talk of the 2017-2018 school 
year with our awesome AVID teacher, Elicia McGuinness! 
Get tips on avoiding the summer brain drain for your 
student.  
Meet in Media Center at 7:15am  
Coffee and Donuts will be provided by PTSA. 

This is your last chance to vote on next year’s spirit shirt!  Please go HERE to vote on one design. 



PTA/PTSAs in Hillsborough County are responding to the lack of funding for public schools.  Our goal has 
been to gain a strong understanding of the issues and share that information with our Walker families.  
  
Many parents say that it feels overwhelming to address the issues since they are numerous and 
complex.  We agree and are trying to boil the issues down into main components, summaries and 
visuals.  We hope that providing summary sheets will help raise awareness for the seriousness of what 
our public schools are facing.  To begin to understand these summaries, it’s important to know that most 
of our public school funding – and policies – are decided by our State Legislators (House Representatives, 
FL Senators and the Governor). 
  
In recent years, the State has made decisions that have had a severely negative impact on our public 
education system.  Both last and this year, they passed bills that divert significant funding away from 
traditional public schools.  They responded to an education budget crisis in which we cannot adequately 
pay our teacher salaries, fix broken air conditioners or even provide basic classroom supplies by 
increasing funding $0.47 per student after paying for underfunded security mandates. State Legislators 
have been public in their attacks on our core education system. 
  
While public education legislation is political by its very nature, we ALL have children in public 
schools.  We ALL are in this together.  Regardless of broad political viewpoints, let’s unite on this critical 
topic.  Let’s unite in learning together how to advocate for our children.  Let’s unite to fight for 
what ALL children in this state deserve – access to a free and equal quality education.  We are a strong 
community of leaders, made stronger when we unite our voices. 
  
We hope to expand discussions and unite our community on demanding adequate funding for ALL of our 
children’s educations.  Please click HERE to see our summary sheets. 
  
Please contact Brita Wilkins Lincoln at walkeradvocacy@gmail.com or walkerptsainfo@gmail.com for 
more information.  
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Ad vocacy—Let’s  Howl For  Public  Education  

Teacher Appreciat ion Week  Parent 101  



 

5/3 Awards Night 

5/4 $1 jeans Day 

5/5 Golf Tournament  

5/7 Orchestra Concert 

5/11 8th Grade Dance 

5/14 Cooking for 
Firefighters 

5/14 Dad’s Club Meet-Up 

5/18-25 Final Exams 

5/25 Last Day of School 

 

Business Partners  
Click here for more information about Walker PTSA’s Business Partners.   

The Howler 

Walker Middle Magnet 
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Carniva l  at  Hammond—You’re Invited!   

Pease continue to send 
in your box tops.  It’s 
an easy way to donate 

extra money to our 
school! 

Students are also invited to volunteer at Hammond’s Carnival to earn 
service hours.  Sign up HERE. 


